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fortified and entrenched the private fortunes of
Ms elder brother. "While profits diminished, new
expenses grew, A domicile had to be secured
in London, Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd G-eorge settled
down first (1890) in a flat in Gray's Inn, then
(1891) in the Temple, and, later on, for six years
(1893-9) in Palace Mansions, Kensington. There
they set up a simple house, always open to their
many friends. For from the beginning Mr.
Lloyd George was always the most hospitable
of men.
For the first year or two of his parliamentary
life he continued to practise in North Wales
during the recess and to live during the autumn
months at Criccieth with Mr, and Mrs, Owen,
his parents-in-law.1
On these returns to his native soil he con-
tinued to use his legal position for those daring
assertions of popular right which had become his
passion. At this time, indeed, occurred one of
the boldest of these incidents, when he faced Mr.
Casson, the very lawyer to whom he had been
articled. That able provincial attorney had
concentrated in Ms hands all those secular offices
which combine to make a genuine social tyranny.
He was at once Clerk to the Justices and agent
to the Tremadoc estate, which practically
covered the whole district. As agent to the
estate, he had allowed some of the houses in
Portmadoc to fall into grave disrepair. At last
the thing became a scandal The Urban District
1 At first on the farm, and later in Criccieth. Mr. Owen
built there two semi-detached houses, Llys Owen and Brynawel,
and there the Owens and the Lloyd Georges lived for some years
next door to one another.